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In 2009, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the California Regional Water Quality Control Board ordered the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD), the six cities that make up the greater Bay Area and one sewer district to fix old, cracked sanitary 
sewer pipes. Many pipes are in need of repair to prevent the infiltration of rainwater, which can overwhelm wastewater treatment facilities 
and lead to the release of partially treated wastewater into the Bay. The EPA’s mandate compelled EBMUD and its partners to phase in a 
Regional Private Sewer Lateral (PSL) Ordinance beginning in 2011. Affected property owners must obtain a certificate from EBMUD certifying 
that all of their PSLs are leak-free.

THE ORDINANCE IS IN EFFECT IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
•	 Alameda
•	 Albany
•	 Berkeley*
•	 Castro Valley*
•	 El Cerrito
•	 Emeryville
•	 Oakland
•	 Piedmont
•	 Kensington
•	 El Cerrito
•	 Richmond Annex
Note: The city of Berkeley & Castro Valley are operating under their own separate program.  
If your property is located in any of these cities, please contact the corresponding Sanitary  
District to determine your requirements. 

PROGRAM START DATES:
The Regional PSL Program start dates are listed below. The program is effective  
for escrows and building and remodeling permits opened on or after the program  
start date in each community or when a request is made to change the size of  
a water meter.

Location	  		  Start Date
Alameda	 			   January 1, 2015
Albany	  			   January 1, 2015
Berkeley				    November 3, 2014
Castro Valley			   July 1, 2019
Emeryville and Piedmont	  	 August 22, 2011
Oakland	  			   January 16, 2012
Stege Sanitary District	  	 October 17, 2011
(serving El Cerrito, Kensington, and Richmond Annex)	  

PSL EXEMPTIONS FROM THE ORDINANCE TRIGGERS

UNDERSTANDING EBMUD PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL PROGRAM AFFECTING PROPERTY TITLE TRANSFERS

WHAT IS A PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL (PSL)?
A private sewer lateral (PSL) is the pipe that connects the 
plumbing in a home or business to the sanitary sewer main, 
usually located in the street. The PSL carries sewage from a 
building to a public sanitary sewer. It is the responsibility of the 
property owner to maintain the sewer lateral. Old, cracked sewer 
laterals allow rainwater and groundwater to infiltrate the sewer 
system. Excess water in the system can overwhelm wastewater 
treatment facilities, causing untreated or partially treated 
sewage to be released into the Bay. Fixing damaged PSLs helps 
protect the Bay.

Your PSL is exempt if it is less than 10 years old counting from the date of final 
permit sign-off, was fully replaced before the program effective date (see above), 
AND the permitting agency verifies the replacement. Follow the Guidelines for 
Exemption to obtain an exemption for your property.	



REGIONAL PSL ORDINANCE TRIGGERS
The Regional PSL Ordinance applies ONLY if you are buying or selling a property, building or remodeling in excess of $100,000, or changing the 
size of your water meter. Additionally, you may voluntarily have your PSL certified to be in compliance with the Regional PSL Ordinance when you 
are having work performed on the lateral without meeting any of the triggers. Click on image below to access information on the particular action.
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EBMUD PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL PROGRAM AFFECTING PROPERTY TITLE TRANSFERS              

COMPLYING WITH THE REGIONAL PSL ORDINANCE BEFORE TRANSFERRING TITLE
To receive a Compliance Certificate for your property demonstrating that all of the PSLs located on the property are without leaks and have proper 
connections, proceed to the guidelines and select the condition which applies to you.

Generally, to receive a Compliance Certificate, the following steps will be taken:

•	 Hire a contractor to inspect your PSL. Commonly, this consists of a closed-circuit television (CCTV) inspection allowing for the contractor and 	
	 you to visually see the condition of your PSL, including instances of offset joints, root intrustion and cracked or broken pipe segments which	
	 would prevent your PSL from passing the verification test. 

	 Note: A copy of the CCTV inspection is NOT sufficient proof for obtaining a Compliance Certificate. A Compliance Certificate is only granted after 	
	 passing a verification test.

•	 If necessary, have your PSL repaired or replaced.

•	 Schedule an inspection with EBMUD. 

•	 Your contractor will set-up and administer the verification test per the provided guidelines. EBMUD will witness the test and confirm that your 	
	 PSL is free of leaks.

•	 If your lateral does not pass the verification test, additional work will be required on your PSL. The verification test must be rescheduled with 	
	 EBMUD.

•	 If your lateral is free of leaks, a Compliance Certificate will be available for you shortly thereafter.

•	 Download and print your Compliance Certificate.

Disclaimer: EBMUD issues compliance certificates solely on the basis of the performance of the tested sewer lateral in a verification test performed 
in the presence of EBMUD personnel. The verification test is designed for the sole purpose of determining whether the tested portion of a sewer 
lateral is free from leaks at the time the test is performed. By issuing this certificate, EBMUD warrants only that the tested portion of the sewer 
lateral passed a verification test on the date indicated. EBMUD makes no warranty, representation, or guarantee as to the sewer lateral’s existing or 
future condition or its compliance with the legal standards of any other jurisdiction, including building or construction standards without limitation. 
EBMUD expressly disclaims any and all warranties, both express and implied, as to the sewer lateral’s condition or compliance with legal standards 
and shall bear no liability in connection therewith. 

PSL PROGRAM FEES
Effective July 1, 2014, new PSL Program Fees will take effect to cover the costs of administering the Regional PSL Program.  
Visit https://www.eastbaypsl.com/eastbaypsl/fees.html for information.
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